By DON CLASEN
(Argus Stafi Writer)

CORDOVSA — Allhough o pas
serby might think this northern
Rock Istand Counly village is &
sleepy river lown, realistically
Cordova could be dubbed one ol
the biggest litlle communilies in
1llinois.

Certainly, the selllemenl on Lhe
blufls overlooking Lthe Mississippi
has a rosy fulure.

Currently the village has a pop-
ulation of about 500, bul the com-
munity tivst sellled in 1856 by
Herman East, is quite renowned
throughout lhe Quad-City reglon.
Cordova apoarently was named
{or the Large provincial capilal ot
the same name in Spali.

Sudden fame came lo Cordova
this spring with the announce-
ment of plans lo develop a huge
industrial tract immedialely north
of the village.

Bui, cven earlier the village
was noied not only for its guarry
and building products, but for ils
fine small boat harbor, the Cor-
dova Saddle Club, a popular din-
ing place; and the nationally fa-
mous Quad-City Dragway, which
is located a few miles north of the
community along Route 80.

Also, many former Quad-Cit-
ians reside in lavish homes along
the river, which offers a sandy
beach and delightlul residential
and playground area mnorth of
Cordova.

2,000 Acre Tract
Lecated in an arca abundant

willi ighway, vailvoad, and toer
Lansportation, Lhe 2,000-acre -
dustrial {ract site is hoing  eon-
sidered by several firms

develop-
|

Barlier (his year, the
ment site was  surveyed  on
found suitable tor industry. ‘io
pave the way for further e
sion, the land has been 1.
and negotiations belween
velopers and prospeclive lenants
are currently in progress

One ol the firms that has
ready cxpressec inleresi i
lishing a plant in lhe mdus
complex. is a polential suppler
of hydrocarbons Lo (he arca

Simee Lhe clophient @reg,
whicl: 3 bonnded by 2 v Lot
terimnt and  ainoareu
Quad-City sand and gravel lirms
obtain materials north of Cor-
dova, 1s level, the industrial re-

gion could also provide an air
strip.

With the development assuring
a bright future for Cordova, con-
siderable attention will continue
to focus on the locale, as plaus
for the gigantic World Series ol
Drag Racing, slaled [or the
Dragway, Aug. 24 through 27,
are formulated.

According lo  Roberl “Bob”
Bartel, a Moliner who 18 co-
owner ang president of the drag
racer's group, upwards of 25.000
racing enthusiasts are expecled
this year al the annual event.

At the time of the World Series,
an  overnight lenl ‘city’ will
spring up on the grounds of the
Dragway as entrants from across
the nation assemble.

Then. the evenl comes (o life as

powerful, sleek awws  of both
stock and improvised race design
begin lo darl dowr (he

Lol long hlacktopped striy

and,  while thousan
L he approximateiy S0
pants will vie for abowt

partici-
S12.000
in pizes during this year's event.

Witle many  Quad-Citions  will
be making the nearly  20-mile
irip to the Cordova arca for the
@rag racmg program, ethevs
from the arca will gather al the
Cardava riverfront to enjoy (he
tine boating facilities.

Atong the walerfront near Lhe
main Mississippi River channel
v 3l eand © thal PO S
periods of tow water. Once
sandy mid-river spol protrudes,
it becomes & mecca lov bathers
and boalers,

the

f'requently. the walerfron(, s
the sile for boal races. The blufls
that forms Lhe pichiresque hill-
side rise abruptly from the wa-
ter's edge.

But, on all pleasanl sumner
days, hoalers gather lo take their
crafl for a viver trip from the
modern moering site near the
recently remodeled  Cordova
American Legion Club rooms.

The popular Legion posl sever-
al years ago took over the struc-
twre formerly mamtained by a
Modern  Woodman of America
unil.

Presently, the Cordova Boal
Club has aboul 90 members.

Members come lrom a wide
area, including the Quad-Cities,

3

to enjoy the bentlit
Many Old Homes

Fou Lhe most part, Cordovans
five 1n spacious, mansionly old
homes that dot the hillside ex-
Lending up from the riwver. Ilow
cyver, in contrast lo Llhe many
vine-covered ancienl structures
a lew newer residents reside in
bright new structures.

Cordova oflers uncrowded, re
idential fracts both in the village
itsell and along the river to Lhe
north, wiere the newer, resorl-
type homes have sprung up in
recenl years.

A few grocery stores, garapes
and other businesses exist in (ke
community. Cordova alsu las vl
church — the Cordova 1sapiise
Chureh — which is one ol Rock
Island County’s oldest congrega-
tions.

The nearly 200 members ol Lhe
congregation already have cele-
braled the 115lh anniversary.

Alongside the old brick cdifice,
currenlly served by the Rev.
lichard 15. Barcus. is a modern
parsonage, compleled recently.

Although a short distance off
Route 80, Cordova is served by
the Milwaukee Railroad, which
provides [reight service.

The communily also is the site
of the administration building of
the Riverdale Communily School
District. The district oflices are
maintained in the old Cordova
High School building. The village
also has a grade school.

Lime Quarry Established

After Lhe earlier mentioned
Herman Easl, built the first log
cabin in Cordova in 1836, his-
tories report that Amazi R. Rath-
burn, and Theodore and John
Butcher were other prominent
carly setllers.

John Marshall and Dyr. Thomas
Baker laid out Cordova in 1838,
and lime kilns were established
and for some lime Cordova fur-
nished road materials for a wide
area.

Today, lhe Cordova Quarry
still exists between the village
and Port Byron lo the south. In
the quarry area are remains of
the old kilns.

to have taughl classes m his own
house.

In 1863 Lhe fiest school building
was buill and classes held under
the common schools laws of the
slate

In 1839, John Marshall hecaine
the first postmasler. Later, Mar-
shall kepl the Orst hotel and
along with another area pioneer
crected a arist mill in 1853,

On March 16, 1867 a pelition
for village organtzalion was Liled,
But, velers rejecled the measure
until in 1877 the subjecl was again
submitied fo the voters. This
lime, citizcens veted v the afllir-
malive, and on April 23, 1877 the
villuge became ollicially orgon-

Cordova ol 1961 is on the brink
of its brightest day. Perhaps, as
industrial plass progress in sub-
sequent years, upwards of sev-
eral thousands will he employed
by industrial  firms here. Of
course, many of Ihese persons
will make their homes in and
around Cordova.

Cordova is certainly ready lor
expansion. Notl only does Lhe area
afford residential and industrial
building sites, but also excellent
recreational facililies.

As a result, it would seem difli-
cult for Cordova lu miss luture
greatness.



